
THE CORPORATION OF THE CIT OF KAWARTHA LAKES

BY-LAW – XXXX-XXX

A BY-LAW TO REGULATE AND GOVERN TRAIL USE WITHIN THE 
SOMERVILLE COUNTY FOREST IN THE CITY OF KAWARTHA LAKES

Recitals: 

1. The Municipal Act , 2001, Section 10 states that a single tier municipality may pass 
By-laws with respect to culture, parks, recreation & heritage sphere of 
jurisdiction. 

2. Municipally owned trails are either components of traditional area parks or 
form linear park spaces. 

3. Forest Signage to restrict forest access to ‘authorised users’ have been posted 
at entrances to  the Somerville Forest.

4. The “Terms of Reference” of the Somerville/Laxton  Recreation Forest User 
Advisory Group (RFUAG) state the purpose of RFUAG is as follows:

2. The purpose of the Group shall be to monitor and provide advice to the City of 
Kawartha Lakes (CKL) on a regular basis on recreational issues and the 
implementation of the Forest Management Plan including:

2.1. recommendations of standards and guidelines for each recreation use 
occurring in the Forest

2.2. monitoring and assessing the impacts of users of the forest on the 
resource function of the Forest

2.3. user conflicts within the Forest
2.4. user conflicts with landowners of property abutting the Forest
2.5. advising CKL on approval of groups use of the Forest in an effort to 

reduce conflicts, ensuring safe use and reducing liability
2.6. the enactment or proposed enactment of any by-laws restricting or 

regulating the use of the Forest
2.7. other issues requested by the group upon CKL approval

5. The Somerville/Laxton  Recreation Forest User Advisory Group of the City of 
Kawartha Lakes considers it appropriate to pass such a by-law to regulate and 
govern use of the Somerville Forest in the City of Kawartha Lakes.



Assumptions:

The Somerville  Forest is considered to be a ‘working forest’ and is not parkland, 
preserve or for single-use; however some areas may not be suitable for all activities.

Further to the Somerville Forest Master Plan, the following assumptions have been 
utilized:

• The Somerville Forest is owned by the Corporation of the City of Kawartha 
Lakes and is not crown land.

• Recreational pursuits in the forest are a privilege, not a right.

• Forest health, management and associated operations take precedence over 
recreational activities.

Criteria for Analysis of Recreational Activities:

All activities within the Somerville Forest have some impact upon the forest and other 
users. While assessing the level of impact is subjective, the following criteria were 
applied to each:

• Activity must have minimal environmental impact

• Activity must not have significant impact upon other forest users;

• Activity must be compatible with forestry operations;

• Activity must not pose significant liability concerns to the City;

• Activity should not require significant City staff intervention for 
administration or policing.



Accordingly, the Council of the Corporation of the City of Kawartha 
Lakes enacts this By-Law xxxx-xxx.

THAT walking, hiking, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, orienteering, geocaching, 
nature appreciation, nature study,  dogsledding, and horseback riding be permitted in 
the Somerville Forest.

THAT mountain biking be permitted and that Use Agreements be encouraged with 
organized groups.

THAT snowmobiling be permitted to continue on designated OFSC trails where Use 
Agreements are in effect with the City.

THAT All Terrain Vehicles and Off Road Motorcycles be permitted to use designated 
trails within Somerville Forest at such time as use agreements are in place which 
specify adequate insurance, a permit system, trail maintenance program and noise limits.

THAT trapping, hunting and fishing remain as a permitted use in Somerville Forest and 
that hunters be permitted to utilize ATV’s on existing trails throughout the Somerville 
Forest as follows:

• To enable disabled or infirm hunters to access the SCF during all hunting 
seasons

• To facilitate large game retrieval (moose, deer and bear)
• To facilitate complete access of the Somerville Forest during the moose and 

deer hunt only
• THAT all hunters must be members in good standing with the Ontario 

Federation of Anglers and Hunters.
• THAT only portable and temporary tree stands and ladders be permitted.

THAT the harvesting of non-wood forest products such as mushrooms, fiddleheads and 
other naturally occurring edible and medicinal products, be permitted for personal 
use only; and that the City of Kawartha Lakes reserves the right to restrict 
harvesting if warranted.

THAT the following uses or activities be prohibited within the Somerville Forest:

• Operation of motorized vehicles in excess of 400 kg gross vehicle weight, except 
for maintenance, county, emergency and enforcement vehicles

• Littering, dumping or disposal of any foreign material
• Open fires
• Camping
• Consumption of alcohol



• Target practice; paintball
• Cutting, pruning, digging or gathering of trees, shrubs, groundcover or firewood
• Construction of unauthorized structures
• Placement of unauthorized signs


